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Abstract. With the development of underground prefabricated building structure, the influence of 
waterproof performance on underground engineering construction is becoming more and more 
important. Based on the analysis of the current situation of waterproof technology of prefabricated 
subway station joints, this paper conducts similar experiments on the waterproof mechanism and 
construction characteristics of the water-swelling rubber water-stop selected at the joint, and 
analyzes the waterproof performance of the assembly joint and the overall performance of the 
structure. It lays the foundation for the selection of waterproof materials, structural size 
optimization and opening design of the prefabricated subway station structure, and analyzes the 
waterproof performance of the rubber water-stop. In order to grasp and record the overall stability 
and waterproof performance of the assembled subway station structure in time, on the basis of 
field investigation, the model joint specimens of the assembled subway station joints were made 
according to the similar theoretical model experiment, and the joints of the assembled subway 
station joints were watered. The internal seepage, development and deformation convergence of 
the specimen structure were monitored in real time. The monitoring results will provide data 
support for the operation safety of the assembled subway station. 
Keywords: assembled station joints, waterproof performance, experiment, monitoring. 

1. Introduction 

The sealing materials mainly used in underground engineering are gradually transformed from 
early asphalt, elastic foamed rubber, two-component polythioester, two-component polyurethane 
and other materials [1] to sealing materials based on elastic rubber products [2-3]. Domestic and 
foreign scholars have conducted a series of studies on rubber products themselves, their 
waterproof mechanism and waterproof performance. 

For the assembled underground structure under high water pressure conditions and complex 
geological conditions, single-channel gaskets are difficult to meet the waterproof requirements of 
the project. Li Xue [4], Zhang Zixin [5], Xiao Mingqing [6] and so on used the water pressure 
resistance test device in the form of a word to preliminarily explore the waterproof possibility of 
the double-channel gasket waterproof system. 

Faisal et al. [7-8] studied the mechanical behavior and waterproof performance of the gasket 
in the Los Angeles subway section under dynamic earth pressure and earthquake. Wang et al. [9] 
analyzed the influence of roughness and normal stress on fluid flow field and particle residence 
time by shear flow coupling simulation. Zhang Wenjun [10] and Dong Linwei [11] constructed 
the load structure model of tunnel segment, and obtained the deformation characteristics of joint 
and its influence on the waterproof performance of gasket. Through triaxial cyclic loading and 
unloading creep tests, Longyan et al. [12] concluded that the permeability of materials is related 
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to porosity, micro crack distribution and stress environment. Cui Shuheng et al. [13] obtained that 
the influence of non-Darcy flow is more significant when the fracture permeability is small and 
the initial conductivity is low. 

2. Test instruments 

The overall scheme of the system with the joint size of 1:5 is shown in Fig. 1. The system is 
composed of field part and monitoring part. 

The field part includes model specimen, water injection device and stabilizing device. The 
model specimen includes two assembled subway station joint test blocks, detachable rubber water 
stop belt, water injection device provides water pressure under different water pressure conditions 
for the assembled subway station joint test block, and the stabilizing device includes jack and jack 
reaction frame. It is used to detect the surface seepage of the joint of different test blocks in the 
assembled subway station and the water expansion of the detachable rubber water-stop. 

The monitoring part includes concrete strain gauge, displacement sensor and humidity sensor, 
and collects sensor data through data collector, and then sends it to the data monitoring part 
through wired or wireless transmission to display the monitoring data. The monitoring equipment 
is considered to be installed near the side wall, and the site situation is considered. 

 
Fig. 1. The whole picture of the experimental system 

3. Model test 

In order to make the waterproof space closed, the rubber hose is reserved before pouring the 
specimen, and the annular water-stop is pre-pouring on the specimen to ensure the good sealing 
of the contact surface between the specimen and the water-stop. 

Trim the annular water-stop, trim the water-stop according to the preset circumferential length 
of the annular water-stop, open a 90° groove to bend the water-stop, and finally connect it into an 
annular water-stop, as shown in Fig. 2. Pour the test block after the improvement scheme, clean 
the specimen die, brush the oil inside the mold, place the annular water-stop on one side of the 
mold, and seal the outer side of the water-stop with electric tape to prevent water immersion. A 
prism with a reserved hole is placed in the middle of the water-stop, and a transparent rubber hose 
is placed in the hole of the prism. The ratio of high-strength mortar to sand to water is 1:0.2. After 
stirring evenly, the test block is poured and cured for 24 h. The inner diameter of the transparent 
rubber hose is changed from 7 mm in the specimen to 8 mm, as shown in Fig. 3. The two specimens 
are connected to a transparent rubber hose for water injection on one side and gas injection on the 
other side. 

When testing the pressure test block, the pressure is applied in the same operation mode as the 
scheme one, that is, the annular water-stop of the two test blocks is placed in contact with the jack 
counterforce platform, the jack is connected to the force sensor, the force sensor is connected to 
the steel pad, the steel pad is connected to the specimen, and the other side of the specimen is 
connected to the steel pad to the counterforce frame, and the jack and the counterforce frame are 
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axially pressed with two water stop belts, as shown in Fig. 4. Dyeing water is injected into one 
part of the thicker transparent rubber hose, and the vise seals the transparent rubber hose after 
being filled with water. The other part of the thinner transparent rubber hose is connected to the 
booster pump for gas injection. Each stage is 0.1 MPa until 0.7 MPa. The pressure is applied by 
the jack, and each stage is loaded with 1KN until 8KN. The loading process is shown in Fig. 5. 

  
Fig. 2. Annular water-stop with hose fitting surface treatment 

Fig. 3. Model specimen 

 
Fig. 4. Overall implementation plan 

 
Fig. 5. Waterproof test process 
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4. Test results 

In Fig. 6, the displacement is the displacement of the jack, that is, the compression of the water-
stop. The pressure is the axial pressure generated by the jack on the specimen. When the axial load 
is graded, the greater the pressure, the greater the compression of the water-stop. However, when 
the stage compression increases with the axial pressure, the growth rate decreases step by step. 
When the axial pressure continues to increase, the displacement curve will gradually converge, 
that is, the compression of the water-stop reaches the limit. 

Table 1. Waterproof test data 
Axial pressure (KN) Displacement (mm) Water pressure (MPa) Phenomenon 

0 23.5 (0) 0 four-stage 
1 20.5 (3) 0 three-stage 

2 18.5 (5) 0 single-stage 
0.1 four-stage 

3 16.5 (7) 
0 single-stage 

0.1 three-stage 
0.2 four-stage 

4 15 (8.5) 
0.1 single-stage 
0.2 two-stage 
0.3 four-stage 

5 14.5 (10) 
0.1 single-stage 
0.2 two-stage 
0.3 three-stage 

6 12.5 (11) 
0.2 single-stage 
0.3 three-stage 
0.4 four-stage 

7 11.5 (12) 

0.3 single-stage 
0.4 two-stage 
0.5 two-stage 
0.6 three-stage 

8 10.5 (13) 

0.4 single-stage 
0.5 two-stage 
0.6 two-stage 
0.7 three-stage 

9 10 (13.5) 

0.5 single-stage 
0.6 single-stage 
0.7 two-stage 
0.8 two-stage 

10 9.5 (14) 

0.5 single-stage 
0.6 single-stage 
0.7 single-stage 
0.8 single-stage 

The minimum waterproof standard that the underground structure joint should meet is 
secondary waterproof. It can be seen from Fig. 7 that when the displacement is greater than 3 mm, 
that is, the compression amount of the water-stop exceeds 3 mm, the compression amount 
increases with the increase of the water pressure, which can meet the secondary waterproof 
standard of the underground engineering structure. When the compression amount of the water-
stop exceeds 11 mm, the water pressure of the water-stop can reach 0.8 MPa, and the water 
pressure can basically meet the waterproof requirements. 
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Fig. 6. Relationship between axial pressure and displacement 

 
Fig. 7. Line chart of waterproof grade of water stop under different displacement water pressure 

5. Conclusions 

1) Through the seam waterproof test, it is concluded that the resistance to water pressure of 
the expansion rubber water-stop increases rapidly when the compression amount is 40 %-48 %. 
When the water pressure reaches 0.75 MPa, the waterproof performance fails and the water-stop 
structure is destroyed when the compression amount of the water-stop is 80 %. 

2) Through the waterproof test of the segment model test block, it is concluded that when the 
water pressure reaches 0.8MPa and the compression of the water stop is more than 11mm, it meets 
the secondary waterproof standard of the underground engineering structure. When the water 
pressure is 0.3 MPa-0.9 MPa, the seepage flow and the imbibition ratio sharply increase, and the 
trend of the curve is slowly increasing-suddenly increasing-stable. The imbibition ratio is 
positively correlated with the seepage volume, and the structural water absorption has no great 
influence on the waterproof performance of the segment gasket with different compression of the 
water stop. 

3) According to the waterproof test results, the trend of the resistance to water pressure curve 
of the gasket in the segment test block prototype and the model is roughly the same. The resistance 
to water pressure of the seam material is larger than that of the previous two. The resistance to 
water pressure of the three decreases rapidly after the opening of the joint is 8mm. The waterproof 
performance of the composite elastic rubber gasket is better than that of the water expansion 
rubber water-stop. 
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